
 
Interaction between the elements 
 
 
Terschelling 
 
The symbiosis between human activity and impressive natural processes makes Terschelling into an 
enormous attraction to inhabitants and outsiders alike. According to Rietveld Landscape, this fact 
should guide all attempts at dealing with the rising of the sea level. 
 
Because it is impossible to predict with sufficient certainty when the sea will have what level, flexible 
strategies for East and West Terschelling are needed; interventions that follow the movement of the 
water and can be adjusted through time. 
 
Although the proposed interventions have been designed specifically for Terschelling, the strategy 
informing it can be exported to other islands in the North Sea. These are after all threatened by the 
sea in a similar manner. 
 
 
East Terschelling 
 
The Wadden See and the south side of the Boschplaat will grow with the rising of the sea level 
because of sand replenishments in front of the coast. The northern part of the Boschplaat is unable to 
grow in this way. There, the existing drift dike will be activated by removing the current vegetation. A 
huge drifting sand dune will consequently develop. A grid of old mooring bollards ensures that the 
processes of sand drift and dune formation are readable through time. After years of heightening, a 
series of perforations in the drift dike is now proposed. These carefully selected perforations will bring 
about new wash-overs. In this way, an exciting interaction between the power of the seawater, the 
bollard grid and the dune formation process is created. The Boschplaat will grow with the rising of the 
sea level and will become ecologically more valuable because of the wash-overs. Both the role of 
human intervention and the dynamics of the interaction between the elements are made visible by 
Rietveld Landscape’s design. 
 
  

 


